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0.0 Overview 
 
Northfield Township has a General Permit from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
(IEPA) for its Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) and as such the Township has 
developed this stormwater management program to prevent and reduce pollution to its storm 
sewer system to the maximum extent practicable. This document describes the pollution 
prevention practices that comprise the Township’s stormwater management program. 
 
Northfield Township has a population of 14,900 residents in unincorporated areas.  Northfield 
Township Road District maintains only those areas in Northfield Township that are 
unincorporated areas of the Village of Glenview, the Village of Northbrook and the Village 
Northfield, not the entire Township.  The Township Road District only maintains approximately 
(21) twenty-one center miles of roadway.  The remainder of the Northfield Township roadway, 
storm ditches, and storm sewer are maintained by the Illinois Department of Transportation, 
Cook County, Village of Glenview, Village of Northbrook, Village of Northfield, and private 
homeowner maintained roadways.  Northfield Township follows the Cook County Watershed 
Ordinance and Practices; and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District requirements.   
 
The Township also belongs to the Lower Des Plains watershed and the Northbrook Chicago 
Watershed. All building and grading projects must be reviewed and approved by the Cook 
County Building and Zoning Department and Metropolitan Water Reclamation District for 
projects requiring their permit.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1.0 Public Education and Outreach 
 
BMP No. A1 Resident Newsletter – Stormwater Articles 
Stormwater articles are included in the Northfield Township Road District website and 
newsletter sent to residents every spring. Northfield Township provides flyers on stormwater 
issues available at the Township Building. 
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Stormwater Management

How You Can Help
Stormwater management does not merely 
apply to flood control. It can also be used to 
improve water quality and conserve potable 
water. You can help out by implementing 
Best Management Practices at your resi-
dence. Example BMPs include rain barrels, 
cisterns, green roofs, rain gardens, perme-
able paving and natural landscaping. One 
simple measure would be to disconnect your 
downspouts from the public storm sewer 
system. The stormwater could be stored in 
rain barrels to be used to water gardens or 
directly discharged to rain gardens instead 
of flowing into our sewers. Reduction of 

stormwater flow into our sewers reduces 
the amount of flow discharged into our 
waterways and can help to alleviate  
flood damages from occurring due to 
overbank flooding. 
It is illegal to dump paint, oil, or any 
hazardous material into a street inlet as these 
materials will also pollute the waterway to 
which the storm sewer eventually discharges.
Residents living near waterways should take 
extra care to remove debris on their property 
which could wind up in the waterway. 
Yard waste should be properly disposed of 
and not dumped into or along the banks 

of creeks or streams. Branches, bushes and 
other debris cause blockages at culverts and 
bridges which can cause flood damages for 
you and your neighbors. If you see anyone 
dumping garbage or any debris into a 
waterway, please call 1-800-332-DUMP. 

Debris piled along waterways (left) by residents or business owners can be swept away  
during high flow events possibly resulting in blockages (right), which can result in flooding.

Examples of best management practices residents can implement in their own backyards.
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For Further Information
Please visit the District’s website at  
www.mwrd.org and click on  
“Stormwater Management” or write  
to Stormwater@mwrd.org if you are  
interested in obtaining more information  
on the following:
1.	� Cook County Stormwater  

Management Plan
2.	 Detailed Watershed Plans
3.	� Absolute minimum requirements 

for projects to be funded under the 
District’s program 

4.	 Best Management Practices

3

Rain barrels, another Best Management Practice, can be used to temporarily store  
stormwater, which can later be used as an efficient way to water lawns,  
landscaping and gardens.

Green roofs, like this one shown atop Chicago’s City Hall, capture stormwater that would otherwise drain to sewers and rivers. Green roofs are also 
aesthetically pleasing and help cool building interiors in the Summer.
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2.0 Public Participation/Involvement 
 
BMP No. B4 Public Meeting 
Northfield Township Road District holds a recycling program for the public six times a year.  At 
the recycling program, staff is present to discuss stormwater issues and answer questions.  The 
Highway Commissioner attends stormwater meetings with the public four times a year and 
attends Homeowner Association meetings to discuss stormwater.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BMP No. B7 Public Reporting 
The Township Road District annual newsletter contains a contact number for reporting 
stormwater related issues. The Township has a Flood Reporting form on the Township website. 
Additionally, the Road District is present on social media. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Northfield Township Road District 
 

Flood Control Report Form 
 

Name of Resident:               Date: 

Address of Resident: 

 

Phone Number: 

Location of Problem: 

 

Type of Problem: 

 

 

Time Problem Discovered/Reported: 

 

Description of Resolution: 

 

 



3.0 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination 
 
BMP No. C1 Stormwater Atlas 
Township storm sewer atlases have been developed.  The Township has categorized four 
stormwater areas Glenbrook Countryside, Mission Hills/Citation Lake, Apple Valley, and 
Glenview Countryside. The Township reviews the atlases annually.   
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BMP No. C7 Visual Dry Weather Screening Program 
Township road crews visually inspect all ditches, detention basins and outfalls on an ongoing 
basis, specifically prior to, during, and following every rainfall.  All ditches are cleared of debris 
and mowed by the Township road crew on 4-5 week schedule.  All storm sewer is inspected by 
the Township Road crew on a 4-year cycle.  Any storm sewer found to be blocked will be 
televised and cleaned. 
 
BMP No. F2 Inspection and Maintenance 
The Township conducts a regular inspection and maintenance program designed to reduce 
pollutant runoff.  In addition to the dry weather screening program, the Township provides 
street cleaning as necessary.  This program is reviewed annually. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4.0 Construction Site Runoff Control 
 
BMP No. D2 Sediment and Erosion Control BMPs 
The Township requires erosion and sediment control BMPs for projects within the Township 
ROW as required by Cook County. 

 
BMP No. E3 Long Term O&M Procedures 
The Township requires Long Term O&M procedures for stormwater facilities as required by 
Cook County. 
 
NORTHFIELD TOWNSHIP RELIES ON COOK COUNTY REQUIREMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION SITE 
RUNOFF CONTROL.  THE TOWNSHIP COORDINATES WITH THE COOK COUNTY HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 







5.0 Pollution Prevention /Good Housekeeping 
 
BMP No. F3 Municipal Pollution Prevention Plan 
The Township Road District has a storm sewer/culvert/ditch policy.  In addition to the policy the 
Township practices proper disposal of hazardous material, judicious use of roadway salt, and 
appropriate use and storage of construction and landscape materials.  The Township 
operational policies are designed to reduce pollutant runoff from Township operations.  This 
program is reviewed annually. 
 
 

 
 
 



Storm Sewer/Culvert/Ditch  
Policy 

 
 
POLICY 
 
The Northfield Township Road District is assigned the care, maintenance and repair of 
the storm sewer system (includes ditches, culverts and sewer lines in the public right-of-
way). The proper operation, maintenance, repair and replacement of individual storm 
sewer service lines shall be the financial responsibility of the property owner. Under no 
circumstances shall the Township Road District be responsible for proper operation, 
repair or replacement of any portion of an individual line due to settlement, collapse, root 
impaction or any other cause of failure between the main line and the private structure. 
 
Township Road District responsibility for the proper operation, maintenance, repair and 
replacement of storm sewers shall be limited to main lines (also known as trunks or 
collectors), culverts and ditches. Such definition shall be construed to include the sewer 
tap (also known as the service connection wye or tee). Property owners are expected to 
keep storm sewer grates, storm drainage ditches and culverts, clear of long grass, 
branches, other vegetation and debris.  
 
Under no circumstances will the Township Road District accept liability for property 
damage caused by any storm sewer system or service line failure, blockage, surcharging 
or flooding condition. Such conditions and occurrences are beyond all reasonable ability 
of the Township Road District to predict or control. 
 
It is in the public interest to regulate the location, design, construction, maintenance and 
drainage of driveways, through the issuance of permits, for the purpose of economy of 
maintenance, preservation of proper drainage, and safe and reasonable access. 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
To define and ensure consistent administration of practices, policies and procedures 
which address responsibilities for the proper operation, maintenance, repair and 
replacement of  storm sewer system lines. 
 
Drainage cannot be overemphasized. Water affects the entire serviceability of a road. 
Water allowed to remain on top of a black-topped road weakens the surface and, 
combined with traffic, causes potholes and cracking. If improperly channeled, water 
causes soil erosion and a breakdown of pavement edges. 
 
A good storm sewer drainage system is the best way to lessen water damage on a road. 
Proper surface drainage prevents water from infiltrating the pavement surface and 



removes water from the driving lanes in a constant thin sheet to the side ditches, main 
lines and culverts, which carry the water away from the roadway. 
 
Except for some water needed for soil compaction, dust control, and vegetation, water is 
the roads worst enemy. 
 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
General Guideline: 
 
Full maintenance of all storm sewer collection facilities (main trunk lines including the 
wye and tee, culverts and ditches in the public right-of-way) shall be, at all times and in 
all circumstances, the specific responsibility of the Township Road District. Property 
owners are expected to keep storm sewer grates, storm drainage ditches and culverts clear 
of long grass, branches, other vegetation and debris.  
 
Main (Trunk Line) Blockages 
 
1.  Property owners should always promptly notify the Township Road District of any 

storm sewer flow difficulties in order for the Township Road District to verify actual 
field conditions and to determine responsibility. 

2.  Upon notification of sewer flow difficulties, regardless of the time of day, or day of 
the week, the Highway Commissioner shall, without delay, cause the current flow 
status of the Township Road District storm sewer serving the property involved to be 
investigated. If such investigation reveals a blockage and/or a restriction to flow in 
the Township Road District storm sewer, such blockage will be immediately cleared 
by the Township Road District. If the status of the Township Road District storm 
sewer is verified as functioning and satisfactory, the property owner shall be  
informed as soon as possible. Corrective action by the homeowner can then begin 
without delay. 

 
Individual Storm Sewer Service Line 
 
1.  Under no circumstances will the Township Road district be responsible for expenses 

incurred in the rodding, flushing or cutting of an individual storm sewer service line 
for the purpose of locating or removing an obstruction. 

2.  Individual storm sewer line deficiencies such as settlement or breakage which occur 
at the tap (wye or tee connection) to the main trunk line within the public right-of-
way or utility easement will be corrected by the Township Road District. In certain 
instances, the Township Road District may authorize the property owner’s contractor 
to make such repairs, subject to Township Road District inspection. 

 
Sewer Inspections 
 
1.  All new individual commercial, industrial and institutional storm sewer service lines 

from 5-feet outside of the building to the public storm sewers, including the tap, will 
be inspected by the Foreman or Highway Commissioner. That part of the sewer 



inside the building to 5-feet outside of the foundation is inspected by the Cook 
County Building and Zoning Inspector. 

2.  All new residential storm sewer service lines from the building to existing or new 
sewer stubs will be inspected by the Foreman or Highway Commissioner. 

3.  All private repair work on existing individual storm sewer service lines within the 
public right-of-way or utility easement will be inspected by the Foreman or Highway 
Commissioner. In no way shall inspection services be construed to represent any type 
of express or implied warranty on workmanship or material. 

 
Damage Claims 
 
1.  Claims for compensation for damage sustained as a result of sewer flooding shall be 

denied in writing using the basic form letter attached hereto (Exhibit “A”). 
 
Driveway Construction 
 
1.  Any property owner constructing a new driveway access shall obtained from the 

Township Road District a permit. 
2.  Proper drainage is one of the major concerns in driveway construction. When it 

comes to road deterioration, water is your number one enemy. Unless properly 
constructed, driveways can block roadside drainage and hasten roadway 
deterioration, icy conditions in the winter and create unsafe hydroplaning conditions. 
Ponding water will seep into the road base, keeping the area soft and saturated and 
allowing traffic loads to cause pavement breakdown. Culverts or inlets to storm sewer 
systems may be required at driveways to allow continuous water flow within the 
roadside ditch to the ditch outlet or into a main trunk line. All new construction on 
storm sewer lines, whether individual or main trunk lines in the right-of-way or utility 
easement will be at the cost of the property owner.  
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